
The last BIG BERRY Mastermind 

with Jan Kocjan took place this 

Saturday, 23 of September,  at 

the beautiful location near Kolpa 

River. 

Jan started his photography 

journey 6 years ago. It all started 

like a hobby, but then, step by 

step, he was getting more and  
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more into it. Soon Jan started to 

shoot at Črnfest (a big festival in 

Črnomelj, Bela Krajina) for KBŠ, 

which is where he got a lot of 

experiences. For the last 3 years 

Jan was the main photographer 

and also a part of the 

organization group at Črnfest. He 

has also been the main 

photographer for other festivals  



and events in the region: VirejFest, 

Jurjevanje and Semiška ohcet. Last year he 

decided to try to teach some workshops 

around Bela Krajina. He already had three 

workshops for photography and two for 

video. Jan likes photography because it is 

such a versatile thing and that's why he is 

always very glad to teach others about the 

beauty of it. 

Basics of the Photography

Guests, visitors and the team of BIG 

BERRY were very pleased with such a 

passionate teacher. In a short time, the 

audience had a chance to get to know the 

basics of photography and even to try to 

make pictures by themselves. 

The main thing you need to know if you 

want to take a good picture – three 

aspects of basic settings: shutter speed, 

ISO, and aperture.   

The bigger the hole in your lenses is, the 

more light it can take inside and the 

brighter the picture is. The aperture 

section is responsible for it. The small 

number of it is perfect for portrait 

photoshootings because with the low level 

of F (it stands for aperture) the 

background is always blurry, which makes 

the person on the picture the main detail.   
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ISO section is also responsible for the 

brightness of the picture but this is not 

affecting the lenses in the way as 

aperture does. Therefore, to achieve 

the perfect light on the picture, you 

need to know how to combine ISO 

numbers with the size of the whole, 

which takes the light in. 

The third basic aspect, shutter speed, 

is responsible for the stability of the 

picture. This aspect is the main advisor 

when it comes to the sports filming.  

The higher the number of the shutter 

speed, the more stable the movement 

is. For example, to shoot the stars you 

would need at least 30 seconds of 

shutter speed and the lowest level of 

the aperture in order to let as much 

light as possible. This is also the reason 

why the ISO must be pretty high. You 

should also carefully choose your 

lenses because, for example, you 

cannot shoot close to the object 

without a macro mood.   

Capturing the beauty you see with 

your eyes is not that easy with a 

camera! Numbers, buttons, and setting 

need care and attention. BIG BERRY is 

really grateful to Jan for spending this 

sunny Saturday together with us and 

guiding us through the world of 

pictures!  


